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which received the charge, separated from the iron surface only by a false mem¬ 
brane. The weight of this mass of iron which remained comparatively quiet for 
so many years in this extraordinary situation, was near three ounces and itslongth 
two and three-quarter inches. 

In the discussion that followed the reading of this case, Sir P. Crampton said, it 
was a reinarkablo coincidence, that at the Richmond Hospital, a case had oc¬ 
curred exactly similar, in which the breech of a gun had lodged in very nearly the 
same placo; the wound in this instance had proved fatal, the breech having passed 
through tho orbital plate of the frontal bone, and the man survived only ‘IS hours. 
“At the same time, it by no means lollowcd that the breech did not penetrate tho 
brain in Dr. O’Callaghan’s case, for no two of llieso accidents are observed to run 
a similar course .”—London Med. Guz. T. R. B. 


83. On the Secretion of Urine in cases of poisoning by Arsenic. By 0. Df. Lakosu. 

_The experiments of Ortila lead to the conclusion that the urinary secretion is 

continued during acute poisoning by arsenic, and those of Flanilin and Danger 
lhat it is suspended. The author, who is professor of Legal Medicine in the 
Veterinary School of Alfort, undertook farther experiments on horses and dogs, in 
order to endeavour to decide tho question. 

Tho particulars of twelve experiments are given, and their results are thus 
summed up. t. Tho duration of tho poisoning in horses has been one hour, one 
hour and a half, eight hours, twenty-one, twenty-nine hours, and never more than 
fifty-one. In dogs it has been live hours, eight hours, but not beyond twelve 
hours. 2. Tho symptoms observed during life, and the lesions after death, have 
completely demonstrated acute or sub-acute poisoning. In some of the animals 
tho inflammation of the mucous membrane was so violent that in an hour it pro¬ 
duced the formation of several metres of cylindrical false membrane. 3. In none 
of tho animals has tho secretion been suppressed during tho poisoning. 4. The 
mean proportion of urine secreted in an hour by animals in good health, com¬ 
pared to that secreted during tho same time by animals of the same species which 
have been poisoned, is for the horse:: 347 : 100, and fortho dog :: 24 : 4, a propor¬ 
tion which shows that the secretion is not suppressed, but very notably diminished. 
5. The urine does not begin to yield the poison until very evident symptoms ol 
poisoning show lhat the arsenic has been absorbed and is accumulating in the 
blood. Nevertheless the time which has elapsed between the administration ol 
tho poison, and its detection in the urine has never been less than one and never 
moro than seven hours. (Memoiros do 1’Academie lloyale de Medccino, vol. xi.) 
— Medico-CItirurgical Ilcvicw , July, 1845. T. II. B. 


84. Poisoning by Hemlock , (Coniinn Maculatuin.) By John Hughes Bennett, M. 
D., of Edinburgh.—The following is an extremely interesting case, inasmuch as 
it furnishes us with the symptoms and appearances of poisoning by hemlock, 
unaffected by antagonist remedies. It will also suggest strong doubts as to the irri¬ 
tant nature of this substance, whilst the whole history is confirmatory of the results 
obtained by Dr. Christison in his experiments, with Conia, the alkaloid. 

Duncan Gorr, a tailor, aged 43. in extremely reduced circumstances, so poor, 
indeed, that he had not eaten anything on tlio day in question, greedily ate of 
certain vegetables brought homo by his children between 3 and 4 P. M. On 
finishing his meal, he rose, saying ho would endeavour to get some money in 
order to procure food for his children. At this time, he was in perfect health. lie 
walked about half a mile to the house of an acquaintance, with a view of selling 
him some small matters. This mail, on his entering the room, thought at first that 
he was intoxicated, because ho staggered in walking. On passing through the door 
also, which was narrow, ho faltered in his gait, and afterwards sat down hastily. 
Ho stayed ten minutes, during which time he conversed readily, drove a hard bar¬ 
gain, and obtained four pence for what he sold. Ho did not complain of pain or 
uneasiness, was not excited in manner or speech, and his face was pale and wan. 
On rising from his chair he was observed by the shop boy to fall back again, as 
if he had some difficulty in rising. On making a second effort ho got up and was 
seen to stagger out of tho house and down the steps. This rvas at four o’clock. 

He was next seen standing with his back to the corner of the street, l'rom this 
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lie staggered to a lamp post a few yards farther on. Hero ho again paused a few 
minutes and then went forward in the same vacillating manner, fur a short distance, 
until he sat down at the opening of the common stair of a house, lie was supposed 
by all who saw him to be intoxicated, and two women who had noticed him told a 
policeman to tako him away. This oflicor found Gorr sitting at tho foot of the 
stairs, and thought him drunk. lie spoke to him, and in reply Gorr desired to be 
taken to his own house at tho top of the Canongato. Gorr added that ho had com¬ 
pletely lost his sight and had not tho perfect use of his limbs, but expressed his 
willingness to walk forwards until tho policeman could obtain tho assistance of 
his comrade. lie was thou raised up and supported by ono arm, but a tier moving 
with great difficulty past four or five shops, his legs bent under him, and he fell 
on his knees. Some water was now given to him, which ho was incapable of 
swallowing, and tho policeman left him to procure a barrow. On returning, lie 
was found surrounded by women, who were pouring cold water on his head and 
sprinkling his forehead. On being placed on the barrow his legs trailed after him. 

He was now conveyed slowly to the main police office. On his way he seemed 
sensible, and endeavoured to say something, but could not articulate. Still on his 
arrival, although his limbs were paralyzed, his intelligence was so far restored 
that in reply to a question ho told tho turnkey his exact address in tho Canongate. 

Dr. Tad, tho surgeon of tho police force, was sent for, and saw him about a 
quarter past six o’clock, lie was laying on his back, with his head elovated. lie 
was sensible when spoken to, and tried to turn his face to Dr. Tail, and slightly 
raised his eyelids, but appeared unable to speak, llis power of motion was 
completely prostrated, for when the doctor lifted his arm and laid it down, it lay 
where it was put, and when his arm-pits were tickled he seemed to manifest a 
little sensibility, but could make no exertion to rid himself of the annoyance. 
There were occasional movements of tho left leg, but they appeared rather to be 
spasmodic than voluntary. Several dibits wore made to vomit, but they were 
ineffectual. His pulse and breathing wore perfectly natural. The heat of the 
skin was also natural. At ten minutes before seven the action of the heart was 
very feeble, tho pupils were fixed, and the countenance had a cadaverous appear¬ 
ance. Ho was sent to tho infirmary, but arrived there dead. This was shortly 
after seven o’clock. 

On dissection, an unusual quantity of fluid blood flowed from the scalp and 
longitudinal sinus when divided. 'There was slight serous effusion. The lungs 
wore throughout intensely gorged with dark-red fluid blood. The blood in the 
cavities was mostly fluid, presenting only hero and there a few small grumous 
clots. The liver was healthy; tho spleen soft; tho kidneys congested, but healthy; 
tho stomach contained a puitaceons mass formed a of raw green vegetable, resem¬ 
bling parsley. Its contents weighed eleven ounces, and had an acid and slightly 
spirituous odour. The mucous coat was much congested, especially at its cardiac 
extremity. Hero there were numerous extravasations of dark-red blood, below 
the epithelium over a space about the size of the hand. The intestines were 
healthy, here and thero presenting patches of congestion with the mucous coat. 
The bladder was healthy, but its inner snrfaco was much congested from venous 
obstruction. 

The blood throughout tho body was of a dark-colour and fluid, even in tho heart 
and largo vessels. 

Tho vegetable matter found in tho stomach was composed chiefly of fragments 
of green loaves and leaf stalks. Although much was reduced to a pulp, still a 
considerable quantity of both had escaped the action of tho teeth. Dr. Hennelt 
carried as perfect a fragment as could bo found to Dr. Christison, who pointed out 
that they could scarcely be anything else than tho lacinia of the coninin macula- 
turn or common hemlock. Next day, ho bruised some of the leaves in a mortar, 
with a solution of potash, whon the peculiar musty odour of coniu was so strongly 
evolved, that Dr. Douglas, Maclagan, and others, although pioviously unacquainted 
with its nature, at once pronounced it to bo hemlock. Finally, Dr. Christison pro¬ 
cured a fresh specimen from Salisbury Crags, near which the children had ga¬ 
thered their vegetables, and when compared with tho fragments found in the sto¬ 
mach, they proved to be identical. 

Hero then was an instanoo of death from hemlock in three and a quarter hours, 
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without convulsions or delirium of the frantic kind—results commonly attributed 
to it, and of which indeed wo have eases. Dr. Christison, however, cautious us 
to receive theso with reserve. “ Independently of other considerations, there is 
often no certainty that the poison was really the hemlock of modern botanists, and 
not somo other umbelliferous vegetable.” 

In experimenting with the extract of hemlock and its alkaloid, conia, the effects 
observed were “palsy, first ot the voluntary muscles, next of lire chest, lastly of 
tho diaphragm, asphyxia, in short from paralysis, insensibility, and with slight 
occasional twitches only of tho limbs.” The similarity of these to the symptoms 
in tho case of Gorr, is quite striking. 

To the scholar, this case is also extremely interesting from tho fact, that hemlock 
is supposed to have been tho poison administered to Socrates. The objection to 
this has been, the fact that delirium and frenzy, and also giddiness and convulsions, 
aro recognized as symptoms of this substance, lint if we compare the case of 
Gorr, with tho narrative of Plato, wo cannot fail to be struck with tho resemblance. 

I have neglected to mention that early in the day, Gorr partook of some whisky 
with some of his associates. The four pence also, which he had received, could 
not bo found, and it is barely possible that he employed it in purchasing liquor, 
llow far tho alcohol may have aided the clients of the hemlock, it is, perhaps, 
diflicult to say, but at all events, wo have the result as little affected by mgesta , as 
it is possible ever to expect .—Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. July, 1815. 

T. K. 11. 

85. Rape .—The prisoner was tried at the Old bailey on an indictment for rape, 
committed on the person of a girl thirteen years old. Tiro evidence was, that the 
prisoner made her quite drunk, and whilst she was insensible, violated her. Tire 
jury found that tho prisoner gave her the liquor for tho purpose of exciting her, 
and not intending to render her insensible and then have connection with her. The 
prisoner’s counsel objected that the crime of rape was not proved, and that point 
was reserved for tho opinion of the judges. April 20, 1815. (before all tho judges, 
except baron Parke and Justice Maulo.) ballantine, for prisoner, now contended, 
that in order to constitute the crime of rape, there must bo an actual resistance on 
tho part of the person ravished, and that the form of the indictment containing tho 
words “violently and against her will,” proved that necessity; but further that in 
the present case, according to the finding of the jury, there was neither force nor 
fraud. It was an improper thing to give the girl liquor, but tho jury had negatived 
any intention of committing a rape. All tho evidence went to show that if the 
man had any intention at all, it was to induce the woman to consent; and the 
learned judge distinctly put to the jury the two questions, whether the prisoner 
gave her the liquor intending to have connection with her by force, or only for the 
purpose of exciting her. 

Upon consideration, the judges decided that the conviction was right. 

It is, therefore, according to English law, a rape, if a man makes a woman 
quite drunk and then violates her person, though the jury find that he administered 
the liquor for the purpose of exciting her only, and not with the intention of ren¬ 
dering her insensible, and then having sexual connection with her. Ilex vs. Comp¬ 
lin, 1st Carrington If Kinvan's Reports.—London Medical Gazette, July, 1815. 

T. If. 13. 

8G. Vaporization of Mercury, by John Davy, M. D.—In a press, from which 
light was excluded, and within which there was very little circulation of air, a 
pneumatic mercurial trough was kept, holding about thirty pounds of quicksilver, 
and also a bottle of iodine, closed, but not carefully, with a glass stopper. The 
trough stood on an under shelf, the bottle on an upper one, one over the other, 
about two feet apart. After about two months that they' had remained undisturbed, 
at a temperature ranging between 50 and 55°, having occasion to uso the iodine, 
my attention was arrested by an eflloresccnce, as it were, of a brilliant red colour, 
consisting of minute crystals deposited on the upper rim of the neck of the bottle, 
not on its under, and on the stopple above, most abundant on the rim close to tho 
Btoppcr, gradually diminishing towards its top. 

The red crystalline matter examined, was found tobobiniodido of mercury, and 



